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Sprague Is Challenged 
On Probe Techniques 


Bulletin Wire Services 
Washington — Rep. Don Edwards, 
chairman of the House Judiciary Sub- 
committee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights, has warned that some of the 
proposed investigative techniques of 
the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations would be “wrong, immoral 
and very likely illegal.” 

The warning came as Richard A. 
Sprague, chief counsel to the assassi- 
nation committee, protested an FBI 
effort to obtain custody of bullets that 
were used in ballistics tests on the 
rifle of Lee Harvey Oswald. The FBI 
plans to compare the bullets with a 
new bullet found near the site of Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy’s assassina- 
tion. 

The, warning from Edwards (D- 
Calif) concerned the assassination 
committee’s plans to secretly record 
the remarks of potential witnesses 
with the use of hidden body trans- 
mitters and then subject the responses 
to psychological stress evaluation. 
“Such procedures are, to say the 
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stress evaluation unit,” 

Edwards also questioned the com- 
mifiee’s plan to hold public hearings 
anji; the highly public role that has 
be§n played by Sprague. * 

A? spokesman for the assassination 


least, totally inappropriate for use by 
a congressional committee,” Edwards 
wrote in a confidential letter dated 
Dec. 16 to Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, 
Jr., House Majority Leader Jim 
Wright, Rep. Peter W. Rodino, Jr., 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee, and three members of the 
assassination committee. 

The use of hidden recording devices 
and stress evaluation techniques, Ed- 
wards continued, “would constitute 
intentional invasions of the most fun- 
damental rights of Americans. I be- 
lieve the use of these techniques by a 
committee of Congress to be wrong, 
immoral and very likely illegal.” 

The committee’s $6,5 million first 
year budget proposal includes $4,400 
for two mini-phone recording devices, 
$8,000 for two stress evaluators and 
$2,800 for two polygraph machines. In 
addition, the committee budget set 
aside $120,000 for four techniques in its 
proposed “polygraph-psychological , 
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committee, in response to an inquiry 
about the warning by Edwards, re- 
ferred a reporter to Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Texas) who is expected 
to become the committee’s chairman 
when and if it is recreated. A spokes- 
man for the representative said that if 


Gonzalez is chairman, “the concerns 
expressed by Mr. Edwards would be 
fully considered and every effort will 
be made to satisfy them.” 

Sprague’s Complaint 

Sprague made his protest con- 
ceming the FBI tests on a new bullet 
after he learned that the FBI had 
asked the National Archives and Re- 
cords Service for the original Oswald 
bullets. 

Sprague wrote to FBI Director Cla- 
rence Kelley: ”1 am somewhat sur- 
prised that in view of the investigation 
presently under way by the House of 
Representatives into the murder of 
President Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. that your bureau 
would not bring to the attention of the 
committee the underlying basis for 
such a request so that the matter 


could then be handled on a joint coop- 
erative basis. I don’t think it is appro- 
priate for any agency of the executive 
branch to attempt to obtain physical 
evidence in the custody of National 
Archives without appropriate safe- 
guards and discussion with the select 
committee.” 

The National Archives has had cus- 
tody of all evidence and documents 
used by the Warren Commission, 
which investigated the Kennedy 
slaying, since 1966. 

The new bullet was found by R.H. 
(Dick) Lester, a semiretired* Dallas 
night watchman, in November 1974, 
but was not disclosed by him until last 
month. 

Lester said he found the mangled 
bullet with the aid of a metal dezector, 
about 61 steps from the Texas School 
book depository — the building from 
which Oswald was accused of firing 


the shots that killed Kennedy. 

The status of the assassination com- 
mittee, meanwhile, is still in doubt. 

Late Tuesday night, Rep. Robert 
Bauman ‘(R-Md) objected to an at- 
tempt of the House leadership to de- 
tain a unanimous consent for a resolu- 
tion recreating the committee which 
was initially established last Septem- 
ber. 

The effect of Bauman’s objection is 
to leave Sprague and the committee’s 
72 other employes without funds for 
the planned two-year, $13 million in- 
vestigation of the deaths of President 
Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. King. 

It is expected that the House lead- 
ership will immediately seek a tempo- 
rary extension of the committee until 
its proposed budget and other ques- 
tions can be subjected to more formal 
review during the next six or seven 
weeks. 



